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Organic Awards Recognise Dairy and Wine

14 Nov 2009

Organics Aotearoa New Zealand (OANZ) will present their industry awards to leaders from the organic wine and dairy sectors, in a gala dinner at the University of Waikato this evening.

OANZ Chair, Derek Broadmore, said that the Organic Awards had been presented since 2007, recognizing leading organizations and individuals from the organic sector.

"The Jon Manhire Award (for Outstanding Contribution to the Organic Sector) will be presented by Green MP Jeanette Fitzsimons to winemaker James Millton.

"James has been a pioneer of biodynamic winemaking in New Zealand, farming organically near Gisborne since 1984.

"James was instrumental in developing organic certification standards for wine in New Zealand, in forming Organic Winegrowers New Zealand Inc, and in developing a mentoring program for new organic wine producers.

"Focusing both on export markets and local wine connoisseurs, James' products have an international reputation, and his recently launched 'Crazy by Nature' brand is proof that they were not so crazy after all.

"It is fitting that OANZ's Organic Awards were presented to people and organizations involved in dairy and wine production - the two fastest growing parts of New Zealand's organic sector.

"Exports of certified organic dairy products contribute more than $27 million to New Zealand's economy, while the growth of organic wine has driven beverages to represent 10% of all New Zealand organic exports.

"I would like to congratulate all our award entrants and finalists, all of whom are examples of the talent, creativity and dedication within the organic sector", Mr Broadmore said.

